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With this and similar discourses this good Chris-
tian entertained for a great part of the night, the
little flock of this rising Church, whom he edified no
less by his examples than by his words. For, among
other things, not contenting himself with one Mass,
he heard five in succession,—during most of them,
on his knees; this, for a Barbarian, who has never
known what that posture is, might well pass for a
petty martyrdom. Others, imitating him, heard
almost as many Masses, and all confessed and re-
ceived communion, and on this occasion gave so much
comfort and satisfaction, that one could not [51] wish
for more besides.

I can say the same, relatively, of all the great
Feasts and Sundays which have followed that time,
on which occasions we observe as many as possible of
the ceremonies of the Church,—among others, that
of the consecrated bread, of which these good Neo-
phytes partake, each in his turn, with great devotion,
some in especial.

Not that, in order to direct all in this way, a great
deal of trouble and care must not be taken,— as much,
at least, as to raise sickly children; but the satisfac-
tion of having finally brought these children into the
world, or rather into the grace of Christianity, and
the desire and hope of seeing them become men in
the Church of God, renders one almost insensible to
his pains, and makes him quite ready to suffer a great
many more.

This grace of God upon these peoples is not con-
ceivable except to those who know to what extent
these Barbarians are of the earth, and of themselves
disinclined and incompetent to understand or con-
sider the things of the spirit and of Eternity. But



